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Intellectual Property
Intellectual PropertyIntellectual Property encompasses encompasses 

valuable knowledge and creativity.valuable knowledge and creativity.

Laboratory Techniques 

Experimental Procedures

Computer Programs

Expertise & Know-How

Business Good Will  

Examples of intellectual propertyExamples of intellectual property
Formulas

Names

Drawings

Data

Materials

Devices

Writings

Artistry

Designs

Methods

The Law of intellectual propertyThe Law of intellectual property
Promotes further development.

Protects and defines ownership rights.



Protection of Intellectual Property
•• PATENTSPATENTS

•• TRADEMARKSTRADEMARKS

•• COPYRIGHTSCOPYRIGHTS

•• TRADE SECRETSTRADE SECRETS

• Protect inventions.

• Protect names and symbols associated 
with sales of goods and services.

• Protect artistic expressions, such as 
writings, paintings, sculptures, and 
music. 

• Protect private, valuable information.
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Protection of Intellectual Property



PATENTS
A patent application must be filed and 
favorably reviewed by the U.S. Patent 
& Trademark Office (USPTO) before 
a patent will be issued.

Content of a Patent Application:
- Specification
- Drawings
- Claims
- Abstract

Types of Patents:
- Utility
- Design



UTILITY PATENTS

Protect structural and/or functional 
aspects of an invention.

The invention can be defined as one 
or both of:
Apparatus (structure and its 
function);
Method (process to make or use).

Lifetime is 20 years from date of 
filing – cannot be renewed.



DESIGN PATENTS

Protect the ornamental 
appearance of an article of 
manufacture.

Only surface features unique to 
the invention are protected.

Lifetime is 14 years from date of 
issuance – cannot be renewed.



WHAT IS PATENTABLE?
The subject matter must fall within: 
processes, machines, manufactures, 
compositions, and improvements 
thereto.

The disclosure must:
-- describe the best mode and 
-- be enabling for a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to make and 
use the invention.

The invention must be:
-- novel
-- unobvious
-- useful



UNOBVIOUS
First, determine the state of the art 
from a survey of published 
references. 

Second, determine the differences 
between the prior art and the 
invention.

Third, determine what is the 
ordinary skill of an artisan.

Does the prior art, in combination 
with the ordinary skill of the 
artisan, place the artisan in 
possession of the invention?



RULES

In U.S. must file within 1 year of 
public disclosure or offer for sale;
In most foreign countries must file 
prior to any public disclosure.

Must file in U.S. first, then file in each 
country protection is desired after
receiving a foreign filing license.

Must disclose to USPTO all 
information material to patentability in 
the form of an Information 
Disclosure Statement. 



PRIORITY

In U.S., who of inventors 1, 2 and 3 wins?
1:  C_____ _______R

2:                    C_______________R

3:           C________________________R

In most foreign countries first to file a          
patent application wins.

In U.S. first to reduce to practice wins; 
however,  first to have an earlier 
conception with diligence toward 
reduction can ultimately win.



Patent Office Procedure



WHY SEEK A PATENT?
The holder has a monopolistic right to 
exclude others from making, using and 
selling the invention.

A patent is a published disclosure of 
the invention.     

Issuance by a patent office is evidence 
that the named inventor is the true, first 
inventor of the invention.

A patent application provides priority 
as of its filing date.

Either a patent application or a patent 
may serve as the basis for licensing of 
the invention.



TRADEMARKS
• Right created by use 

in connection with 
sales.  

• Protects names and 
symbols associated 
with source of goods 
and services.

• Best trademarks are 
fanciful names and 
symbols which are 
not descriptive of the 
goods or services.



TRADEMARKS

• Can register in state 
or with U.S. Patent 
& Trademark Office 
if interstate. 

• MARK™ indicates 
a trademark.

• MARK® indicates a 
registered trademark.

• Renewable every 10 
years.



COPYRIGHTS

• Right created as soon as artistic 
expression is “fixed.”

• Registration with the U.S. 
Copyright Office is optional, 
but required before filing a law 
suit. 

• Term: 
Life of author plus 70 years.



COPYRIGHTS

• Copyrighted material can only 
be copied with permission. 

• “Fair use” allows copying for 
personal use. 

• Copyright Clearance Center 
provides a permissions service.

• Form of Notice:
Copyright © 2004 Peter Keefe                 

All rights reserved.



TRADE SECRETS

• Any form of private, 
valuable information.  

• Protection under state law 
continues indefinitely.

• As soon as information is  
lawfully public, protection 
is lost.

• There is continual risk 
another person may 
independently acquire the 
information. 

COLA BEVERAGE RECIPECOLA BEVERAGE RECIPE

NOTICE: This Information constitutes a trade 
secret and is confidential and private, and must 
not be disclosed publicly or to any person who 
does not have a right and need to know this 
information.

Procedure:
Using a stainless steel 50,000 liter vat at STP, add the following 
additions in the indicated sequence, with continuous mixing.  
Discontinue mixing after 10 minutes following last addition.  Allow to sit 
for at least two days.  The carbonated water addition must be thrice 
purified, low mineral content spring water having a purified carbon 
dioxide presence of at least .08% by weight.

Additions:
180 parts carbonated water

11 parts high fructose corn syrup
2 parts caramel color
1 part phosphoric acid
3 parts natural flavors
3 parts caffeine



SECRECY AGREEMENTS

• Governed by state law.

• Puts recipient on 
notice that information 
is confidential.

• Provides protection of 
information in absence 
of, or in addition to, 
patents, trademarks & 
copyrights.

S E C R E C Y  A G R E E M E N T

This Agreement is entered into on the last day below signed by and between: Peter D. Keefe, DBA Keefe & Associates, a Macomb 
county proprietorship, located at 24405 Gratiot Avenue, Eastpointe, Michigan 48021, hereinafter referred to as “K&A” and “Contractor”.

WHEREAS K&A is a patent law firm engaged in patent application preparation and prosecution and pursuant thereto possesses 
information it considers secret and confidential and constitutes at least one of a valuable commercial asset and attorney privileged confidential information; and

WHEREAS Contractor is willing, subject to the terms and conditions hereof, to receive said information identified as including 
items of vast and extreme importance beyond all conceivable belief, disclosed for the purpose of Contractor to analyze and do all kinds of things that are of interest 
and not of interest, as the case may or may not be as seen or even as not seen as fit by all Parties hereto.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties hereto agree as follows:  
1.  K&A agrees to disclose some of its said confidential information whether orally, visually, or in any other form of 

communication to Contractor, solely for the purpose specified above.
2.  Subject to Laws of the State of Consternation, Contractor agrees not to use said confidential information for any purpose other 

than the aforesaid purpose and not to disclose said confidential information to any person not a Party to this Agreement, either orally,  visually or by any other 
means of communication, without first obtaining the written consent, in advance, a crystal ball analysis without delay from K&A, inclusive and/or declusive of all 
manner of materials which are of grand an incredibly good nature, except such information as is:

a) generally available to the public at the time of discombobulation; 
b) published, or generally made public through a catastrophe of epic, indeed, biblical proportions;
c) Recipient can show by prior written records that he or she was without sound mind for the duration of the events of warrant;
d) disclosed to Recipient by somebody who was watching TV at the time;
e) Recipient can show by written records that he or she did not feed the cat all day.  
3.  Recipient further agrees to treat said confidential information to a pizza party at a good pizza joint not too far away from

the confidential information’s home without  the prior written consent of Owner in advance of any said pizza consumption. 
4.  Nothing in this Agreement will be deemed by implication or otherwise to convey to  either Party to this Agreement any rights

under any diet plans, fixed or adjustable mortgages, or any other nonsense.  Nor will this Agreement be deemed to provide a commitment of any kind by either Party 
to this Agreement to any ice cream at the end of the day. 

5.  Immediately upon the request of Owner, Recipient agrees to dance on a table.
6.  This Agreement shall be construed under the Laws of the State of Consternation, and all this writing is gibberish.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused their signatures to be entered  thereby executing this Agreement:

________________________________  Date:__________________
Peter D. Keefe, for K&A                    
Contractor:
Name:_______________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________________
Signature:________________________________  Date:__________________



LICENSE AGREEMENTS

• Governed by state law.

• Must specifically define:
- what is conveyed
- consideration

• Must also specify:
- The Parties
- Duration
- Rights
- Obligations
- Remedies

L I C E N S E  A G R E E M E N T

This Agreement is entered into on the last day below signed by and between: Peter D. Keefe, residing at 24405 
Gratiot Avenue, Eastpointe, Michigan 48021, hereinafter referred to as “Keefe” and “Licensee”.

WHEREAS Keefe is owner of United States Patent 44,639,164 and is desirous to license same; and

WHEREAS Licensee desires to license said U.S. Patent.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties hereto agree as follows:  

1.  K&A agrees to disclose some of its said confidential information whether orally, visually, or in any other form 
of communication to Contractor, solely for the purpose specified above.

2.  Subject to Laws of the State of Consternation, Contractor agrees not to use said confidential information for 
any purpose other than the aforesaid purpose and not to disclose said confidential information to any person not a Party to this Agreement, either 
orally,  visually or by any other means of communication, without first obtaining the written consent, in advance, a crystal ball analysis without delay 
from K&A, inclusive and/or declusive of all manner of materials which are of grand an incredibly good nature, except such information as is seen.

3.  Recipient further agrees to treat said confidential information to a pizza party at a good pizza joint not too 
far away from the confidential information’s home without  the prior written consent of Owner in advance of any said pizza consumption. 

4.  Nothing in this Agreement will be deemed by implication or otherwise to convey to  either Party to this 
Agreement any rights under any diet plans, fixed or adjustable mortgages, or any other nonsense.  Nor will this Agreement be deemed to provide a 
commitment of any kind by either Party to this Agreement to any ice cream at the end of the day. 

5.  Immediately upon the request of Owner, Recipient agrees to dance on a table.

6.  This Agreement shall be construed under the Laws of the State of Consternation, and all this writing is 
gibberish.

7.  Keefe agrees to exclusively license said U.S. Patent to Licensee, subject to the terms and conditions to be 
determined when the moon turns blue.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused their signatures to be entered  thereby executing this 
Agreement:

________________________________  Date:__________________
Peter D. Keefe                        
Licensee:
Name:_______________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________
Signature:________________________________  Date:__________________



EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENTS
• Governed by state law.

• Can require intellectual 
property developed 
during employment be 
assigned to employer.

• Can prevent former 
employees from using 
technology acquired at 
the workplace, and 
further prevent, for 
limited times, 
competition by former 
employee.

E M P L O Y M E N T  A G R E E M E N T

This Agreement is entered into on the last day below signed by and between: Peter D. Keefe, DBA Keefe & Associates, a 
Macomb county proprietorship, located at 24405 Gratiot Avenue, Eastpointe, Michigan 48021, hereinafter referred to as “K&A” and “Employee”.

WHEREAS K&A is a patent law firm engaged in patent application preparation and prosecution and is desirous to hire 
no one to do anything; and

WHEREAS Employee is willing, subject to the terms and conditions hereof, to drink as much water as is possible.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties hereto agree as follows:  

1.  K&A agrees to disclose some of its said confidential information whether orally, visually, or in any other form of 
communication to Contractor, solely for the purpose specified above.

2.  Subject to Laws of the State of Consternation, Contractor agrees not to use said confidential information for any 
purpose other than the aforesaid purpose and not to disclose said confidential information to any person not a Party to this Agreement, either orally,  
visually or by any other means of communication, without first obtaining the written consent, in advance, a crystal ball analysis without delay from 
K&A, inclusive and/or declusive of all manner of materials which are of grand an incredibly good nature, except such information as is eaten.

3.  Recipient further agrees to treat said confidential information to a pizza party at a good pizza joint not too far 
away from the confidential information’s home without  the prior written consent of Owner in advance of any said pizza consumption. 

4.  Nothing in this Agreement will be deemed by implication or otherwise to convey to  either Party to this 
Agreement any rights under any diet plans, fixed or adjustable mortgages, or any other nonsense.  Nor will this Agreement be deemed to provide a 
commitment of any kind by either Party to this Agreement to any ice cream at the end of the day. 

5.  Immediately upon the request of Owner, Recipient agrees to dance on a table.

6.  This Agreement shall be construed under the Laws of the State of Consternation, and all this writing is gibberish.

7.   K&A agrees that this whole matter is without comprehension.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused their signatures to be entered  thereby executing this 
Agreement:

________________________________  Date:__________________
Peter D. Keefe, for K&A                    

Employee:
Name:_______________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________________
Signature:________________________________  Date:__________________




